
 

Three members represented the 

Network at the recently conclud-

ed CARIFESTA XI: ñCulture for 

Developmentò held from August 

16th ï 25th, 2013.  

President Gia Gaspard-Taylor 

along with members Valerie 

George and Nolana Lynch ar-

rived in Paramaribo on Monday 

19th August at 1:00am. The net-

work, supported by the Ambas-

sador to Suriname, Her Excel-

lency Fidelia Graand-Galon, was 

invited to two radio interviews 
later that day. Our one hour long 

interview at Radio Shalom 94.5, 

a faith-based station started at 

10am with the Ambassador and 

Pastor Margo Saling. Here we 

discussed the networkôs history, 

the mango festival and mango 

products along with the net-

workôs presence in Suriname. 

Our second interview, allowed 

for two half hour sessions held 

at noon at Radio Koyeba, a Ma-
roon Radio Station, geared spe-

cifically towards members of 

that rural community, focussed 

on these challenges, for better 

growth.  

The members all agreed that 

strength in numbers allowed for 

better growth and development 

as a group. Later that day we 

attended the Grand Cultural 
Market of the CARIFESTA at 

the Chamber of Commerce and 

were honoured to see fellow 

members of CANROP in Suri-

name and our Surinamese Mem-

ber Manga who participated in 

the 2012 mango festival. She 

presented her fashion offering for 

2013. Also performing that day 

were representatives of the Trini-

dad and Tobago delegation.  

We were later invited to establish 

a display at the Presidential Palm 

Gardens in Paramaribo, where 

the Network presented our items 

for the remainder of the week. 

Mr John King, IICAôs Director in 

Suriname visited us, accompa-

nied by Mrs King, this allowed 

us to express our gratitude to him 
and staff for all courtesies ex-

tended during our stay.  The day 

before we left the country Mr 

Kingôs Secretary visited us at the 

apartment where we were able to 

present her with some of our lo-

cally produced items as a gesture 

of our appreciation.   

Attending CARIFESTA provided 

us the unique opportunity to test 

the international and regional 

market, as there were about 12 

large countries outside 

CARICOM region who pur-
chased our items, repeatedly 

returning and bringing others, 

asking where and how they can 

get our products. The visitors 

were also very well received by 

the Surinamese people. Addi-

tionally, with Giaôs friends Ms 

Betty Burgos and Ms Judith 

Dijks of the American Embassy 

we were able to visit the neigh-

bouring district of Commewijne 
to observe CARIFESTA cele-

brations, here we met with the 

District Commissioner or 

Mayor of Commewijne Ms. 

Ingrid Karta-Bink, a rural wom-

an herself, happy to know of 

our work and wanted to be in-

cluded in our twinned arrange-

ments. 
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9ŘƛǘƻǊƛŀƭ /ƻǊŘƛƴŀǝƻƴΥ [ƛǎŀ IŀǊǊȅƴŀƴŀƴ όLL/!ύ 
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tƘƻǘƻǎΥ LL/! ϧ bw²t¢¢ 

tǊƛƴǘŜǊΥ /¢t {ŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ 

tǳōƭƛŎŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ bw²t ¢ǊƛƴƛŘŀŘ ϧ ¢ƻōŀƎƻ нлмо 

Members of the NRWPTT: Nolana Lynch, Gia-Gaspard-Taylor, & 

Valarie George at the entrance to CARIFESTA, Suriname. 
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NRWPTT at CARIFESTA in Suriname continuesé... 

2012 ended on a very high note for  us, the highlights be-

ing:- 
§ An invitation to give an address at the United Nations 
Commission on the Status of Women CSW56, at UN Head-
quarters in New York on the  ñPriority theme: ñThe em-
powerment of rural women and their role in poverty and 
hunger eradication, development and current challengeò 

 
§ Invited to participate in the Organization of American 
States, Forum on Sustainable Development in Washington 
DC 

 
§ Being named two of the 24 women as Commonwealth 
ñAgents of Changeò 

 
§ Letter of invitation to visit Suriname to sign a Memoran-
dum of Understanding between the Maroon Women of 
Suriname and the Network of Rural Women Producers 
Trinidad and Tobago, supported by the District Commis-
sion of Para, and the Member of Parliament, and Her Ex-
cellency the Ambassador of Suriname to Trinidad and To-
bago  

 
§ Media: Print and electronic- five members were inter-
viewed for the TV programme Market 2 Market during the 
Mango Festival. These interviews are continuing  as the TV 
house are visiting members business places to give more 
prominence to the mango business as we gain support for 
the development of a mango industry in Trinidad and Toba-
go. 

§ Hosting the 1st Mango Conference Theme: ñFrom Seed to 
Tableò in collaboration with IICA, University of the West 
Indies and the Ministry of Food Production.  

§ Membership in Associated Country Women of the World, 
with UN Status 

§ Memorandum of Understanding between the All India 
Mango Association and NRWPTT for the development 
of the Mango industry now in its second stage having re-
ceived comments and feedback from the legal officers.  

Meetings: 
4 General meetings held during the 2012/13, plus  

12events planning meetings  

 

Training: 
 
CARIRI ï Sponsored One Week training for 16 members in Food 
Safety Management, Sauces Preparation, Ham Curing, Christmas 
Drinks, Pickles, Chow, Cordials, Ponche De Cr¯me.    
 
ICATT - Financial Accounting and Reporting for NGOôs in collabora-
tion with the Institute of Chartered Accounts of Trinidad and Tobago 
 
NRWPTT - Sponsored One Training Workshop  
25 members in Customer Relations, Deportment, Display and Market-
ing Tips 
 
CANARI -Sponsored over a four month period 3 members in Climate 
Change and environment,  Small Business Management, Human Rela-
tions, Customer Relations, Public Speaking, Marketing and Packaging, 
One Day Orientation meeting with Sponsors and funding agencies. On 
graduation all participants were given $1,000.00 US Dollars to support  
their businesses. 
 
IICA/NRWPTT - Sponsored Training  for 27 members in Labelling, 
Packaging, Marketing, Food and Drugs Requirements for labelling, 
display and advertising.  
 
IICA /CARIRI/NRWPTT -Training for 18 members  in the following: 
Food Safety Management, Sauces, Drinks, Measurements, Bottling. 
ICT Training 

ICT/CARIRI - NRWPTT signed a memorandum of understanding 
with Caribbean Industrial Research Institute for training of our mem-
bers and the establishment of a commercial website, ICT project funded 
by inter- American Development Bank.  

NRWPTT HIGHLIGHTS 2012/2013  

We were able to connect with our Suri-

name sisters in a time of sweet fellowship 

and sharing of experiences. These sisters 

who visited and conferred on Mr 

Rawlins, the IICA Trinidad & Tobago 
Representative, ñChiefò and returned for 

the 2013 mango festival were quite disap-

pointed Mr Rawlins did not make the trip 

as they had planned an all-day event to 

honour him as their ñChiefò.   

During our period there, we received 

great news of the approval of the Memo-

randum of Understanding between 

NRWPTT and the Maroon Rural Women 

of the district of Para, from our Ministry 

of Foreign Affairs. This was great news 
that marked the end of a very successful 

mission. 

Above left: From L to R: Valerie George, Gia Gaspard-Taylor, Nolana Lynch, Mayor of Commewijne 
Ms. Ingrid Karta-Bink and a representative from the US Embassy.                       Above right: NRWPTT 

Booth at CARIFESTA 

Market OpportunitieséMembers participate in markets weekly, monthly and annually:- 

Uptown Market ï Woodbrook Port of Spain Capital City West; Green Market ï Santa Cruz ï Urban Community; Outlet 

Market - St. Annôs, Port of Spain North; NADEVCO Market:  Macoya: East. 
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ADVOCACY  

UN International Day of Rural Women  

Recognizing the critical role and contribution of rural women 

UN General Assembly adopted resolution 62/136 on 18 

December 2007, through which the International Day of Rural 

Women was established. Marked annually on October 15, the 

International Day of Rural Women is intentionally celebrated 

on the eve of World Food Day to highlight rural women's role 

in food production and food security. Both of these days 

precede the International Day for the Eradication of Poverty 

on October 17.  

As global leaders meet at the UN General Assembly in New 
York, UN Women, the agency which leads the UNôs efforts 

towards womenôs empowerment and gender equality, will call 

for inclusion of and investment in womenôs rights and gender 

equality in order to bring transformative change in womenôs 

lives.  

Building on these dialogues and through a series of high-profile 

events, UN Women will ensure womenôs concerns and voices 

are at the foreground and advocate for womenôs rights and 

gender equality to be central to all discussions on the future 

development agenda.  

Key contributors to global economies, rural women play a 

critical role in both developed and developing nations ð they 

enhance agricultural and rural development, improve food 

security and can help reduce poverty levels in their 

communities. In some parts of the world, women represent 70 

percent of the agricultural workforce, comprising 43 percent of 

agricultural workers worldwide. 

 Gender inequality and limited access to credit, healthcare and 

education, however, have posed a number of challenges for rural 
women. Further, the global food and economic crisis and climate 

change have only aggravated the situation. It is estimated, for 

instance, that 60 percent of chronically hungry people are 

women and girls. Yet, the Food and Agriculture Organization 

estimates reveal that productivity gains from ensuring equal 

access to fertilizers, seeds and tools for women could reduce the 

number of hungry people by between 100 and 150 million.  

NRWPTT received an invitation again this year to participate in the 

United Nations Commission on the Status of Women CSW 57, at UN 

Headquarters in New York, Theme: ñElimination and Prevention of 

all forms of Violence against Women and Girlsò where we made a 

presentation on behalf of Violence against women and girls in rural 
communities. Three extra days in New York were allowed for partici-

pation in a workshop hosted by the Commonwealth Foundation on 

Women in Enterprise; we shared the mango festival and itôs growth 

over the four years 
 
An invitation were received from the Commonwealth Foundation to 

attend the Commonwealth 10 Ministers of Women Affairs Meeting 

(WAMM10) in Dhaka, Bangladesh to present the ñmango festivalô as a 

case study.  

 

Hosted our fifth Mango Festival and Second Mango Conference 

 
Invitation from the Caribbean Tourism Association to do a twenty 

minutes presentation at the Caribbean Tourism Conference Hyatt Re-

gency Agri-Festival as a tourist attraction 

 

Invitation to present a paper on the Mango Festival at the First Com-

munity Development Conference, hosted by Ministry of Community 

Development at Trinidad Hilton. 

 

Three members attended CARIFESTA 

hosted in Suriname.  We were fortu-

nate to be interviewed on one radio 

station for a one hour programme, fol-
lowed by two half hour programmes on 

another radio station.  

Minister of Finance Invitation: Receiving an invitation from the Minister of Finance to attend a pre-Budget 2012/13 discussion provided 

us with an opportunity to advocate on behalf of rural women and gender budgeting. We were again invited to Post Budget discussions 

where we were given the opportunity to share our views as it related to rural women. This dialogue continued with the Minister who later 

invited us to meet with other Ministers namely Minister of Trade, Minister of Gender Affairs, and requested a budget for us for the develop-
ment of the Mango Industry in Trinidad and Tobago. Edric Harry, IICA Planning and Policy Specialist, a representative from 

NAMDEVCO and President of the NRWPTT with support from members, worked on the document and presented  a two million dollar pro-

ject, to the Minister. Meetings with senior staff of the Ministry continues, with strategic plan being development, as we move into 2014.  
 
International Meetings: Both Susan and Nolana attended the UNDP  entrepreneurial development forum for women in Barbados. Rose 

and Sylvia attended the Associated Country Women of the World Conference , in Chennai, India..  

 

Ministry of Planning, two Conferences on Sustainable Development and the Economy afforded the opportunity to contribute to the six fol-

low-up meetings and advocated for rural women. 

 

Ministry of Gender Affairs, Youth and Child Development:  we were invited to join the advocacy mounted by the ministry on five differ-

ent rural communities, in addition to workshops where we were allowed to display and hand out promotional material.  

Conferences International, Regional and National 

5ƛŘ ȅƻǳ ƪƴƻǿ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ Řƻƭƭ ŘǊŜǎǎΣ Ƙŀǘ  
ϧ ŀŎŎŜǎǎƻǊƛŜǎ ǿŀǎ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƻǘŀƭƭȅ ƻǳǘ ƻŦ 
ǇŀǇŜǊΚ ¸ƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ƘŀǾŜ ǎŜŜƴ ƛǘ ŀǘ ǘƘŜ 
aŀƴƎƻ CŜǎǝǾŀƭΦ CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴ 
ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǘǿƻǊƪ ŀǘ   

http://www.nrwptt.net 
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